INTRODUCTION                                ig

Aurangzeb's policy could not have served as the basis
of a stable empire at any time. The experience of humane
and tolerant rule under Akbar and his successors made
Aurangzeb's policy even less acceptable. Before the end
of his reign, he had alienated large numbers in almost every
section of his subjects. The greatest opposition came from
the Rajputs who since Akbar's time had been among the
major supporters of imperial policy. Aurangzeb also alienat-
ed the sympathy of the Persian elements who till that time
had supplied a large proportion of officers at various levels
in the imperial system. Aurangzeb's own sons were out of
sympathy with his policy. In spite of his great abilities and
exceptional industry, the fate of the Mughal empire had
been sealed even before his death in 1707. A new force had
risen in the south, the Marathas, who under the leadership
of Shivaji presented a new and formidable challenge to
Mughal power. Often defeated on the battlefield, the Ma*
rathas were never conquered and before Aurangzeb's death
they had undermined the basis of Mughal power.

We can thus notice two clearly marked phases in the
development of Muslim power in India. The Sultanate
began with a series of marauding raids but was consolidated
into a kingdom, if not an empire, in course of time. As
with the Aryans in an earlier age, here also power spread
slowly southwards and eastwards. There was little if any
conscious interference with the life of the villagers. Because
the invaders were few and concentrated mainly in strategic
towns and cities, they did not in the earlier stages demand
anything more than the payment of the taxes and revenues.
After three hundred years of war and peace, the Muslims
had spread throughout the sub-continent and their outposts
were to be found in the farthest regions. As their number
increased and more of the local people came into the Muslim
fold, contacts between the Hindus and Muslims were estab-
lished at many points* The character of the rule also changed
imperceptibly but inexorably* The latter days of the Delhi